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By Tom Diaz
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The future of European participa-
tion in the Strategic Defense Initia-
tive — as well as the fate of France’s
similar Eureka Project — may lie in
what a delegation of West German
officials and industrialists decide
this week.

After two days of talks in Wash-
ington, the delegation of 30 high-
ranking Germans — 18
industrialists and 12 officials — split
into four groups over the weekend to
tour sites involved in the SDI pro-

~ gram.

The group will return to Washing-
ton later this week to complete its
official talks. Before leaving last Sat-
urday, the group talked with senior
officials at the Pentagon, State
Department, Arms Control and Dis-
armament Agency, and the National
Security Council.

Although officials both here and
in Germany played down expecta-
tions — describing it as a routine
visit in a continuing series of such
exchanges — informed sources said
the Germans intend to decide on this
trip whether a formal bilateral
agreement on German participation
is possible.

“They have made every effort to
play down the visit in Germany,” said
one observer of German security
affairs. “They have called it a ‘work-
ing visit’ and an ‘exploratory visit’ —
all the terms designed to obfuscate
what is really going on.

“My understanding is that they
would like to walk away with all the
items that would go into an
agreement;’ he said.

The German government has
already said that German firms are
free to bid for SDI contracts if they
choose, but experts in German
political matters say German indus-
try won't participate wholeheartedly
without some kind of umbrella
agreement between the countries.

The key points to be resolved dur-
ing the currrent visit are:

o Whether the United States is
willing to share completely technol-
ogy involved in the research effort.
The Germans have made it clear to

_ U.S. officials that they don't want to
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be relegated to the role of “subcon-
tractors” who are fed bits and pieces

of high-tech knowledge. In response
to US. finger—wagging over_ the
etection o est Germany’s coun-
terintelligence cﬁlef, the Germans
wagged t%elr fingers at U.S. embar-
rassment over tEe alleged Walker
MYy

OBusingss matters, such as pat-
ents and licensing rights. The Ger-

mans want to be sure that they get
long-term technological benefits, as
well as short-term profits from the
potential billions to be paid out in the
SDI program.

® US. assurances about the effect
of the SDI Program on arms control
including the existing ABM |anti.
bfilhstlcs missile] treaty and current
bilateral negotiations in Geneva.
The Germans want asssurances that
the SDI program will stay within
research bounds until negotiations
with Moscow make it possible to
deploy new defenses without an

increase in offensive nuclear weap-
ons.

' Significantly, the German delega-
tion is headed by Horst Teltschik,
forglgn affairs and national security
adviser to Chancellor Helmut Kohl.

“Tel;schik pulls all the strings,”
according to one analyst of German
affairs.“He is perhaps the most pow-
erful person in the |German] federal
government after the Chancellor”

Mr. Kohl has given Mr. Teltschik
responsibility for dealing with the
SDI program, short-circuiting his
own foreign minister, Hans-Dietrich
Genscher. !

.“Bypassing the foreign office like
thls is about like the National Secu-
rity Council bypassing Foggy Bot-
tom [the State Department]” the
analyst said. '

Although U.S. officials insist that
they regard the French Eureka pro-
gram as complimentary to and not
cpmpentive with the SDI program, a
German decision to throw its weight
behind SDI would have conse-
quences for the French program.




